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Cast (in order of scene appearance):
Mike (Ironworker) ............................................................................. Josh Gurdak
Rex (Hedge Fund Manager)............................................ Benjamin Campagnuolo
Amanda (Office Manager) ................................................................. Reyna Berry
Cubicle Woman ......................................................................... Fairouz Ouikhlfen
Cubicle Guy .......................................................................................Ethan Taylor
Freddy (Delivery Guy) .......................................................................... Alex Vieira
Freddy’s Parents .................................................... Seth Oliver, Ivanna Stefanova
Rose (Teacher) ............................................................................. Sylvie Vanstory
Terry (Flight Attendant) ...................................................... AJ Hernandez-Sortore
Frank (Interstate Trucker) ................................................................ Soohwan Kim
Radio Dream Girl/Dancer ................................................................... Catie Cryan
Roadhouse dancers ........................... AJ Hernandez-Sortore, Grace Kellermann,
Adriano Moran, Kian Mostaghim
Janie (Tech Support) ........................................................................ Maya Dongre
Sharon (Receptionist) ........................................................................ Marz Jackle
Kate (Housewives) .......................................................................... Sophia Welch
Housewives..................................................................... Emily Paz, Sara Porjosh
Conrad (UPS delivery guy)................................................................ Joseph Long
Roberta (Prostitute) .................................................................... Shirite Westreich
Candy (Fundraiser) .........................................................................Nina Southern
Grace (Mill Worker) ............................................................................ Catie Cryan
Male Mill Worker ........................................................................... Luke Batarseh
Allen (Community Organizer) ................................................................. Rainn Afif
Anthony (Stone Mason).................................................................. Some Old Guy
Mason Singer ............................................................................... Kian Mostaghim
Eddie (Publicist) ................................................................................ Logan Baker
Delores (Waitress)..................................................................... Grace Kellermann
Salty Busboy ........................................................................................ Alex Vieira
Customers................................................................Maya Dongre, Keegan Rhyu,
Becker Spear, Sophia Welch
Fired Guy ....................................................................................... Luke Batarseh
Fired Woman......................................................................................... Emily Paz
Joe (Retired worker)....................................................................... Adriano Moran

Cast (continued):
Tom (Fireman) ................................................................................... Pete Bergen
Utkarsh (Elder Care Worker) ........................................................... Becker Spear
Theresa (Nanny).................................................................................... Lia Davila
Theresa’s charge .......................................................................... Lexi Courlander
Theresa’s daughter .................................................................... Nina Rei Johnson
Utkarsh’s Wife & daughter ................................................... Ryely & River Rogers
Maggie (Cleaning Woman) ..................................................... Te-Loriah Whitfield
Maggie’s Daughter .................................................................... Fairouz Ouikhlfen
Cleaning Women ................................................................. Lia Davila, Haley Kim
Ralph (student) ................................................................ Benjamin Campagnuolo
Charlie (ex-newsroom assistant) ........................................................ Ellyn Eisele
Chef ........................................................................................... Cece Goldenberg
Doctor ......................................................................................... Shirite Westreich

Songs:
“All The Livelong Day”.......................................................Mike & Entire Company

“Delivery” ...................................................................... Freddy & Vocal Ensemble
“Nobody Tells Me How”................................................................................. Rose
“Brother Trucker” ......................................................................Frank & Ensemble
“Just A Housewife” ................................................................. Kate & Housewives
“Millwork” .................................................. Grace / Male Worker / Vocal Ensemble
“If I Could’ve Been” .................................................................... Mike & Ensemble
“The Mason” .................................................................................... Mason Singer
“It’s An Art” ........................................................................... Delores & Customers
“Joe” ................................................................................................................ Joe
“A Very Good Day”......................................................................Utkarsh & Teresa
“Cleanin’ Women” ...................................... Maggie, Daughter & Cleaning Women
“Fathers & Sons” ....................................................... Mike / Male vocal ensemble
“Something to Point To” ...................................................................... Senior Cast
Bows .......................................................................................... Entire Company
This filmed performance of Working
will be streamed with NO intermission.

Cast & Crew Bios
Rainn Afif (Allen, Publicity) a sophomore, is ecstatic to be in their 3rd
show at Marshall this year.They’ve
appeared as either a performer or
technician in almost all of Statesmen Theatre’s shows since their
time at Marshall. When Rainn isn’t
involved in theatre, they spend their
time exploring other departments in the art and its role in
society. They’re incredibly grateful for their friends’ & parents’ support throughout all their endeavors and they hope
you enjoy the show!

Luke Batarseh (Fired Guy, Mill Worker, Cameraman, Editor) is a junior who
is delighted to be back in theatre. You
may have seen him in previous roles
for Statesmen Theatre, such as BattleBot Boy in Geek! or Paul in The Gifted
Program. Luke is so grateful for the
opportunity to not only be in the show,
but also to help film and edit the production. He would like
to thank Ben, Aysha, and Abby for being a blast to film with
every day and making the journey a fun one.

Sohani Agarwal (Costumes) is
excited to be a part of WORKING!
She has been a part of Statesmen
Theater for 3 years now and this is
her 8th show. Some of her favorite
parts of theater are painting sets
and working as a stage manager on
shows. Sohani has worked on the
costume crew for many shows and is happy to be a part
of it for this show. She would like to thank her mom, dad,
and brother for always supporting her. She would also like
to thank the cast and crew for WORKING. She hopes you
enjoy the show!

Pete Bergen (Tom) may look and
sound gruff but he is a big sweetheart. He has opened for and performed with some great folks; trained
at Studio Theater and the Upright
Citizens Brigade theatre (NYC); and
has been a faculty member at Washington Improv Theatre. You may recognize Pete from his numerous appearances on TV shows. He always plays a cop because,
well, look at him. Day to day Pete works with students as a
guest artist all over the DC area and he loves his job.

Logan Baker (Eddie) is yet again
so proud to be joining Statesman
Theatre for his 2nd online show!!
Logan loved being a part of the fall
online improv show Called Out
and hopes we can go back to inperson theatre soon :( Although
this year was nothing like anyone
hoped he’s thankful to have some form of theatre and
RuPaul’s Drag Race to get him through it. Logan had a
blast filming for this show and hopes you enjoy all of his 2
minute 30 second monologue :)

Aysha Berry (Stage Manager) is a
Senior; this is her 8th Statemen
Theatre show and 2nd as a stage
manager though she usually does
lighting. She loves tech theater and
was so happy to be back in the auditorium and in the booth after a
long hiatus! Much to Mr. DeLeo’s
dismay, she will not be attending college for tech theatre,
and will instead be headed off to Shenandoah University
to major in nursing.

Emmie Baldwin (Props) is a
Freshman at Marshall this year
and is excited to be helping out
with Props in her very first show.
Emmie is super happy she was
able to help out with filming for the
musical. She thinks everyone in
the cast and crew did a great job
rising to the occasion with the new
performance medium. Emmie enjoys drawing and baking
in her free time. Emmie is proud of the production Statesmen Theatre has created and hopes you are too!

Reyna Berry (Amanda) couldn't stop
talking for an hour after filming her part
for this show. A sophomore, she's
been in Statesmen Theatre for two
years (you may have seen her as Mrs.
Gladden in Know Your Role), but she
never thought she'd get to continue
making theatre during a pandemic.
Hence, why she would like to give a huge thanks to Mr.
DeLeo, who put this show together, and also allowed Reyna
to have the time of her life in Called Out this fall. She would
also like to thank the techs who kept Working… well, working. Enjoy!

Cast & Crew Bios
Abby Brunner (Stage Manager) is a
junior and this is her 7th Statesmen
Theatre show. She’s looking forward
to her senior year where she will
hopefully be less stressed, she’s
optimistic. She would like to give a
big thanks, congratulations and
good luck to all of the seniors who have helped Abby
keep a smile on her face. She will miss you all dearly.
Abby would also like to thank the whole cast and crew
for their hard work in making something spectacular.
Benjamin Campagnuolo (Rex,
Ralph, Cameraman) is a sophomore and this is his 3rd play this
year. After improvising many
weirdos in Called Out last fall, he
lent his prepubescent voice to a
prison guard & others in the radio play, Machinal. But he’s not finished yet, Ben is
so excited to be helping in front and behind the
camera for Working! He would like to thank his parents, his director, and most importantly everyone
Catie Cryan (Grace) is so excited
to be a part of Working! She is
beyond thankful to be working on
her craft. This is Catie’s 8th show
and unfortunately her last show at
Marshall. She will be attending
Scripps College in the fall to study
Theatre. She would like to thank
her friends, parents, Mrs. Pierson, and Mr. DeLeo for
making this production happen and allowing the cast
to do what they love! Sit back and enjoy the show!
Lia Davila (Teresa/Cleaning
Woman), is a sophomore; as far
as pandemic shows go, Working has been incredible! This
will be her 2nd (full) show with
Statesmen Theatre after Machinal and Xanadu. You may have
seen her in It's A Wonderful Life, Beauty & the
Beast, and The Wedding Singer at the Vienna
Youth Players. She loves to sing, and is in Camerata (Mar-shall’s advanced women's choir). Shoutout
to Cam Fam! Thank you to everyone who's supported her through all of her adventures, enjoy the
show, and don't forget to mask up! :)

Maya Dongre (Raya) is excited to be
in Working, and this is her first ever
show at Marshall. She is a sophomore
this year and is so excited for everyone
to see Statesmen Theatre’s final show
of this year! She hopes that you enjoy
this show and have plenty of laughs.
Ellyn Eisele (Charlie) is a sophomore
and this is her second production at
Marshall. In her last show, she played
Taylor in the VHSL one-act Know
Your Role. She has also performed at
her local theaters. Her favorite role
was Mark in RENT. Ellyn loves to
perform and has been acting since she was eight years
old. She would like to thank her family for supporting her in
her acting ambitions.
Caitlin Golden (Props) is excited to
be a part of Working, and this is her
4th show at Marshall (after working on
The Gifted Program, Know Your Role,
and Spelling Bee in various capacities
last year). She’s a junior this year and
is so happy to be part of the tech theater department!
Cece Goldenberg (Ensemble) is a
senior and she is thrilled to be a part
of another Statesmen Theatre show!
She’s so proud of her cast & crewmates for all the effort, talent, and
persistence it took to put into this production and hopes you all enjoy the
show!

Josh Gurdak (Mike) is a senior and
is excited to be a part of his 10th
production with Statesmen Theatre.
Previously he has been in Geek!, Be
More Chill, The Gifted Program,
Called Out and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. Although
Josh won’t be pursuing a theatre
major in college, he looks forward to continuing acting
and singing as extracurriculars. He would like to thank
Mr. DeLeo and Ms. Pierson for giving the seniors a final
musical before their graduation.

Cast & Crew Bios
AJ Hernandez-Sortore (Terry)
is a junior who is proud to be
participating in her 6th show at
Marshall. After being a devil angel in Geek! to a crazy ex in
Called Out, she is grateful to be
playing Terry, a more down-toearth flight attendant. She’d like to thank our wonderful crew for putting a show together under strange
circumstances, her parents for driving her to rehearsals, and her computer for getting her to the other
ones.
Katie Holly (Props) has been
working in tech theatre for two
years now and has loved every
second of it. She is a senior this
year and is definitely going to
miss the amazing feeling of
working on a show like this. Katie
is so proud of all her fellow cast
and crew members for their hard work throughout this
crazy year and wishes the best to all the underclassmen she is leaving behind. Katie hopes your experience watching the show is as much fun as making the
show was!
Marz Jackle (Sharon) is so excited
to be a part of Marshall’s first (and
hopefully last) online musical!
Even though it looked different this
year, it was still a great experience
and she can’t wait to come back
next year! Marz is a freshman, so
this was her first intro to the Statesmen Theatre family,
and she can’t wait to build more memories in the upcoming years! She hopes you enjoy the show!

Grace Kellermann (Delores) is
a senior and so excited to be a
part of her 9th Marshall show!
You may have seen her before
under a myriad of wigs throughout the years. After a couple
months without performing, being on the stage and behind the camera was so exciting for her. She wants to say a huge thank you to
all of the cast and crew and everyone who turned
this online imagining into a reality. She hopes everyone enjoys the show!

Haley Kim (Cleaning Woman) is a freshman who is thrilled about her debut on a
high school stage! She has loved watching prior Marshall shows and is grateful to
participate in her first virtual musical. Haley would have played Rafiki in The Lion
King at Kilmer last year, but it was cancelled. Now, she can’t wait to get back onstage and be a part
of the musical theatre family again! She thanks her family for
their never-ending support and for only sometimes getting
mad at her when she sings at the top of her lungs.
Soohwan Kim (Frank) is really excited
for this show. Past shows he’s been include Be More Chill, The Gifted Program
and Know Your Role. This will be his last
show at Marshall as he’s a senior. He
couldn’t be prouder of the things he has
done with Statesmen Theatre.
Vivienne Lewis (Choreographer) is
thrilled to be back creating dances for
another Statesmen Theatre musical (her
4th). She has also acted in plays, portraying two flirty phone girls: Candy in
The Gifted Program and the Telephone
Operator in this year’s radio drama
Machinal. She thanks her friends and
family for supporting her and she hopes you enjoy the show!
Joseph Long (Conrad) is a sophomore
who is excited to be a part of his 2nd
theatre production here at Marshall. After being cast as Mr. Jones in Machinal
for the winter radio play, he is thrilled to
be back as Conrad the UPS man in
Working. He'd like to thank everyone
who made this show possible, and all his friends and family for
supporting him
Juliette Manise (Costumes) is excited to
be working on this show! This is her final
show with Statesmen Theatre, and she
would like to thank the cast & crew who
welcomed her with open arms. She especially thanks the costume crew for all the
days of singing, cutting out Xanadu costumes (R.I.P.), and hours of outfit planning. She thanks Mrs.
Cressman for her guidance, wisdom, and beautiful costumes.
Finally she would like to thank her family who are her number
one fans.

Cast & Crew Bios
Jasmine Moalem (Costumes) is a
senior at Marshall High School who
is absolutely thrilled to be producing
costumes for her eighth show for
Statesmen Theatre! So far her favorite show to costume has been
The Sound of Music but who knows
Working might take the top slot! Jasmine would like to
thank her family and friends for the endless support and
kindness. Thank you so much!

Emily Paz (Housewife) is thankful to be
in her 2nd Statesmen Theatre show of
her sophomore year. After performing
in the Valentine's Day Cabaret last
year, she realized she loved being onstage. She loves working in class and
in this show with both Mr. DeLeo and
Mrs. Pierson. You might have seen her earlier this year in
Called Out where she tried Improv! Emily is eager to become more involved in theatre in her years at Marshall.

Adriano Moran (Joe) is super duper excited to be in his 11th & FINAL
Marshall show! He is a senior and is
off to college but knows that theatre
will always be his favorite thing and
plans to study it there! This year
was particularly hard on the seniors
but he finds comfort that Statesmen
Theatre has been his guiding light and he wouldn’t have
loved to be a part of any other community in high school.
He hopes you all love and enjoy the show for his performance as (surprise surprise) ANOTHER OLD MAN!!!

Sara Porjosh (Housewife) is so excited to be in the singing ensemble of
Working! She is a sophomore, and
she couldn’t be happier to perform
alongside her peers... kind of. In her
free time you can find Sara singing,
watching iCarly, or Facetiming her
friends. Sara is honored to work with
such hardworking cast and crew members, and is proud of
their hard work during these trying times. She hopes everyone enjoys the show as much as she has!

Kian Mostaghim (Mason singer)
is very excited to be a part of
Working! Kian is a junior and this
is his 5th production with Statesmen Theatre. When he’s not playing soccer or tennis, you’ll find him
singing, or playing the piano, guitar, or drums. Kian thanks his “smother” for always being
on top of things and his dog, Jake, for his undying support and loyalty. Kian hopes you have as much fun
watching the show as he had filming it!

Keegan Rhyu (Ensemble) is a Freshman who is in his first high school performance. He is excited to be in another show. His favorite roles were
Mufasa from The Lion King and Vlad
Vladikoff from Seussical at Kilmer Middle School. He would like to thank his
parents for supporting him and for his current and past theatre and choir teachers for helping him.

Fairouz Ouikhlfen (Cubicle Woman / Maggie’s Daughter) is a sophomore with lots of passion for musical
theatre. Her Statesmen Theatre debut was in last year’s VHSL play,
Know Your Role (Ensemble), and as
a audience member “stand-in” for
last year’s 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee. She’d like to thank her family and
friends for supporting her and her theatre and choir teachers for this amazing opportunity. She’s ready for whatever
comes next this year!

Nina Southern (Candy) a junior, is
happy to be performing in her 3rd
Marshall production & virtual show
with Statesmen Theatre. You may
have seen her explore her love for
improv and devised theatre in Marshall's long-form improv show
Called Out & the VHSL one-act Edit
Profile. Nina is grateful for all the wonderful people she
has met over the past year. She thanks her parents for all
their support, her brother for trying to be quiet while she
filmed, and Statesmen Theatre for welcoming her into the
community.

Cast & Crew Bios
Becker Spear (Utkarsh) has an
indescribable bittersweet feeling
going into his 11th & final ST production. His high school experience has been defined by ST; he
has formed some of his closest
friendships and fondest memories
on Marshall’s stage. Becker is
excited to delve deeper into his career as a theatre major next fall at Northwestern University. He would like to
thank his Mom, Deedo, his brother Bennett, and his incredible friends in the senior squad. They’re all baddies.
He hopes you enjoy Working! “I bid you adieu, Statesmen Theatre!” -The incomparable Becker Spear

Sophia Welch (Kate) is a freshman
who is proud to be participating in
her 2nd Marshall High School production. Prior credits include Elle
(Legally Blonde), Gertrude McFuzz
(Seussical) and Sharpay (High
School Musical). In her free time,
Sophia likes to read, play basketball, and dream about the dog her parents will never let
her have. She would like to thank Mr. DeLeo and Mrs.
Pierson for this amazing opportunity, her friends for always
supporting her, and her parents for putting up with the continuous singing throughout the day

Shirite Westreich (Roberta) a senior, has been an actor & tech all 4
years. You may recognize her from
Know Your Role or Called Out.
Shirite has also been in shows with
Theatre Lab, Rorschach Theater,
Word Dance Theater, and is currently in Hamlet (Gertrude) at
Synetic Theater. Shirite thanks her family for supporting
her crazy schedule packed with rehearsals & extracurricular activities. Though Shirite is sad to conclude her time
with Marshall theatre, she's excited to pursue her passion
for theatre at Alfred University in NY.

Ethan Taylor (Cubicle Guy) can’t
wait to be part of his first Statesmen
Theatre production performing as
Cubicle Guy. Following a year without theatre, he is excited to retake
the stage. Outside of theatre, he enjoys reading and biking. He is thrilled
to perform for his friends and family and is so grateful for
their support throughout the journey.
Sylvie Vanstory (Rose) is in her
10th and final show with Statesmen
Theatre, and she's grateful to be
closing out the last 4 years with her
best friends. She's proud of the cast
and crew for coming together as a
community at a time where theatre
is at a standstill. Her favorite past
shows are Heathers, Be More Chill, and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. She loves Black Box
musicals. Sylvie will be going to Penn State in the fall to
major in BA Theatre. She'd like to thank her family, and
her ST family, for their love and support.
Alex Vieira (Freddy) is excited to
be in an online production of Working. A junior, Alex was in this fall’s
online improv show Called Out, but
this is his first online musical. He
has been doing theatre & choir
since elementary school. Alex loves
performing whether in person or
online and plans to do so as long as he can. Though he
would love to go back to performing for an audience he
is very happy for the opportunity to perform in Working.

Te-Loriah Whitfield (Maggie) is so
excited to be a part of this show,
which will be her 3rd production at
Marshall! She is a senior and couldn’t be happier she was a part of the
theatre program! In her free time
she loves to cheer and sing. TeLoriah is excited to see how the
production turns out and hope y'all enjoy!

•
•
•
•
•

Our Cameo Players:
Seth Oliver (Freddy’s Dad) is a sophomore tech theatre
student at Marshall who runs track.
Ivanna Stefanova (Freddy’s Mom) is a freshman at Marshall who is crushing Theatre 1.
Lexi Courlander (Theresa’s charge) is 5 years old and is
currently rocking preschool. Her mom is awesome.
Nina Rei Johnson (Theresa’s daughter) is 6 and crushing kindergarten. Yeah, her mom’s pretty great too!
Ryley Rogers (Utkarsh’s wife) is a junior theatre student
at Marshall and River Rogers (Utkarsh’s daughter) is her
younger sister.

Director Bios
Bernie DeLeo (Director) is in Year 3 as the
director of Marshall High School’s theatre
program.This is his 16th year teaching in Fairfax
County Public Schools. He taught special
education at Marshall Road Elementary in Vienna
(3 yrs), drama at Thoreau Middle School also in
Vienna (4 yrs), then at West Springfield High
School (6 yrs).

Kelli Pierson (Music Director) is the choral director
at Marshall, directing five choirs. Marshall Choir
has received the Blue Ribbon award every year
since Mrs. Pierson started teaching, and consistently receives superior ratings at the State Assessment. Mrs. Pierson is a proud graduate of James
Madison University, where she received her Bachelor’s degree in Vocal Music Education.

He had not planned to become a high school theatre teacher. Prior
to teaching, Mr. DeLeo spent 20+ years having adventures working
on stage & screen (large & small), as an actor, playwright, sitcom
writer, story editor, screenwriter, film producer/creative executive in
New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and Washington DC. He worked
at Broadway’s Circle in the Square Theatre, HBO, ABC & Disney
Studios, as well as Arena Stage, Woolly Mammoth & other regional
theatres—all of which (unknowingly) prepared him for THIS job. He
is a graduate of Catholic University (BFA, Acting), Rutgers
University (MFA, Playwriting) and George Washington University
(MS, Special Education).

During her time in the School of Music, she sang in the Madison Singers, The JMU Chorale, Opera Chorus (Pirates of Penzance), Treble
Chamber Choir, and sang in and student directed the Women’s Chorus.
In addition to singing in choral ensembles at JMU, Mrs. Pierson was also
a member and music director of the award winning a cappella group,
The BluesTones. Under her direction, the group toured locally and nationally, competed in the ICCA’s and SoJam A Cappella Festival, and
produced CARA’s Best Female Collegiate Album in 2014. Mrs. Pierson
currently performs with the Voce Chamber Singers under the direction of
Richard Giarusso.

Mr. DeLeo discovered theatre in high school, and found it a
welcoming environment where he could figure out who he was and
follow his dreams. He is thrilled to have come full circle as a high
school teacher, creating the same home for students to explore
their talents, express themselves and make lifelong friends. He
hopes he never has to do virtual theatre again!

This is Mrs. Pierson’s 5th year teaching at Marshall and working with
Statesmen Theatre—and her 5th collaboration with Mr. DeLeo. She was
Vocal Director on Be More Chill, 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee and Xanadu, as well as Music Director/Conductor for The Sound of
Music. She looks forward to more collaborations in the future! To the
cast, I am so proud of you and your hard work on this show! Break a leg!

Author bios
Stephen Schwartz (Author, Composer) wrote the music and lyrics for the current Broadway hit WICKED, and has
also contributed music and/or lyrics to GODSPELL, PIPPIN, THE MAGIC SHOW, THE BAKER’S WIFE, WORKING
(which he also adapted and directed), RAGS, and CHILDREN OF EDEN. He collaborated with Leonard Bernstein on
the English texts for Bernstein’s MASS and wrote the title song for the play and movie BUTTERFLIES ARE FREE. For
children, he has written songs for two musicals, CAPTAIN LOUIE and MY SON PINOCCHIO. He has also worked in
film, collaborating with Alan Menken on the songs for Disney’s ENCHANTED as well as the animated features POCAHONTAS and THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME, and writing the songs for the DreamWorks animated feature THE
PRINCE OF EGYPT. His first opera, SEANCE ON A WET AFTERNOON, was produced at Opera Santa Barbara and New York City
Opera. A book about his career, “Defying Gravity,” has been released by Applause Books. Mr. Schwartz has been inducted into the Theatre
Hall of Fame and the Songwriters Hall of Fame, and has been given a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame . Awards include three Academy Awards, four Grammy Awards, and a tiny handful of tennis trophies.
Nina Faso (Author) made her directorial debut with Peter Ustinov's, THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER AND HIS WIFE.
Following a stint with the improvisational comedy group: The Committee, she became one of the creators of GODSPELL and directed most major productions of the show in America and Europe. She then took THE ROCKY
HORROR SHOW from Los Angeles to Broadway. She co-adapted and co-directed the musical, WORKING based
on Studs Terkel's book, for the Goodman Theater in Chicago and for Broadway. She co-wrote the teleplay for
WORKING for the PBS series AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE. She is the author and director of the children's television
special, THE FABLE COMPANY, and the co-producer and co-director of a short film called SING FOR YOUR
LIFE. Among her other directing credits are the musicals JUST ONCE and IS IT JUST ME, OR IS IT HOT IN
HERE? which enjoyed long runs in New York and Los Angeles, respectively.
Gordon Greenberg (Author) revised and directed Working for The Old Globe, Broadway in Chicago, Asolo Rep, and
59 E 59. He directed the acclaimed West End revival of Guys and Dolls, which starred Rebel Wilson and received six
Olivier Award nominations (Savoy Theatre, Chichester Festival Theatre) and directed/co-wrote the Broadway stage
adaptation of Irving Berlin's Holiday Inn (Roundabout /Universal, PBS "Great Performances.") Recent/current work includes the The Heart of Rock and Roll (Old Globe), Barnum (Menier Chocolate Factory, London), Terms of Endearment starring Alfred Molina, Calista Flockhart and Constance Wu (Geffen), The Secret of My Success (also co-writer,
Universal Stage Productions), Piaf:Dietrich (Mirvish, Toronto), writing the new book for Meet Me in St. Louis (St. Louis
Muny), co-writing/directing Mystic Pizza with Melissa Etheridge and Sas Goldberg for MGM, co-writing Port Au
Prince (New Group), co-writing/directing Ebenezer Scrooge's Big (Your Town Here) Christmas Show (Old Globe, Bucks County,) and The
Curious Case of the Curse of Count Dracula (Chicago Shakes, Maltz) and co-writing original movie musicals for Disney Channel and Nickelodeon. Other credits: Jacques Brel…(Drama Desk, Drama League, Outer Critics nominations), Disney's Tangled; and regional work at
Williamstown, Paper Mill, Huntington, Signature, Dallas Theatre Center, NY Stage & Film, Philadelphia Theatre Company, St. Louis MUNY,
Goodspeed, Capital Rep. Education: Stanford, NYU, RADA. Member, SDC, WGA, & The Dramatists Guild.

Music Theatre International (MTI) is one of the world's leading theatrical licensing agencies, granting theatres from around the
world the rights to perform the greatest selection of musicals from Broadway and beyond. Founded in 1952 by composer Frank Loesser and orchestrator Don Walker, MTI is a driving force in advancing musical theatre as a vibrant and engaging art form.
MTI works directly with the composers, lyricists and book writers of these musicals to provide official scripts, musical materials and
dynamic theatrical resources to over 70,000 professional, community and school theatres in the US and in over 60 countries worldwide. MTI is particularly dedicated to educational theatre, and has created special collections to meet the needs of various types of
performers and audiences. MTI’s Broadway Junior™ shows are 30- and 60-minute musicals for performance by elementary and
middle school-aged performers, while MTI’s School Editions are musicals annotated for performance by high school students. MTI
maintains its global headquarters in New York City with additional offices in London (MTI Europe) and Melbourne (MTI Australasia).

The Perfect Quarantined, Virtual, Hybrid Musical
When COVID-19 shut down schools last March, Statesmen Theatre was well into rehearsals for the uber-silly pop musical Xanadu. Seniors
from the class of 2020 were robbed of one last exuberant song, dance & curtain call on their beloved stage -- and I was determined NOT to let
that happen again.
I was hellbent to stage a musical this spring in whatever form FCPS & the CDC would allow. I kept in touch with Xanadu’s licensor, Music
Theatre International (MTI), hoping there might be some way to livestream Xanadu or film/edit it for a digital release. MTI warned me that the
rights might not be available, and I might want to start looking at backups. So I scanned the slim list of musicals they were allowing to be
produced digitally – and one jumped out at me: a musical from the late 1970s called Working.
Working was first a well-received book consisting of verbatim interviews with various American workers by legendary American radio newsman
Studs Turkel published in 1974. Composer Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, Pippin, Godspell) spear-headed a musical version, recruiting other song
writers such as Mary Rodgers, James Taylor & Micki Grant to help write a revue-style show of songs and monologues culled from Turkel’s
bestseller. The show premiered in Turkel’s native Chicago at the Goodman Theatre in 1977 and landed on Broadway for a short-lived run in
1978 (featuring soon-to-be-famous-name actors Joe Mantegna and Patti Lupone). The show has had a healthy life in high schools, colleges &
regional theatres for decades, and had a major update in 2012 with new songs by Lin-Manuel Miranda (Hamilton, In the Heights) replacing
some of the more dated tunes.
I’d heard of Working for years but I didn’t really know it. I DID know that it was a series of mostly solo songs and monologues about various
American workers, and I thought it could work very well in a distanced format if we could film it against a green screen then edit it into a film
later. I listened to the score and read the script…yet I was on the fence. It didn’t grab me at first. It wasn’t until I pitched the idea to Marshall’s
chorus teacher and my musical partner, Kelli Pierson, that I was sold.
I walked into her room in late November, and asked, “do you know the show Working?” She immediately lit up and burst out, “I LOVE Working!
That was my brother’s first show in high school” and she had fond memories of it. That was the sign I was looking for. A few weeks later, when
MTI announced that Xanadu was on the no-digital-rights list, I announced the change to my theatre department. NO ONE was really very
excited about it – but they just didn’t know it. I knew that once they looked at it, they would get on board – frankly, I knew they’d be thrilled to do
ANY musical this year, and thankfully, they trusted me and they’ve been enthusiastic collaborators.
Some other crucial things fell into place to convince me to take on the chore of attempting my first (and hopefully last) online musical. I’d seen
Mrs. Pierson put together two chorus concerts in the fall, with kids recording from home – she’d already pioneered how to do this! She also
figured out how we’d make the vocal tracks with kids at home and safely distanced. In those same concerts, I’d seen that junior Luke Batarseh
had seamlessly edited a number of tricky chorale sequences. I don’t have the skill set, and once Luke signed on to handle filming AND editing,
we were in business. Another lucky break happened in December when I discovered in an online theatre chat room comments that the full
orchestral tracks could be licensed from an outside company, saving me potentially thousands of dollars in having to record those together
himself. Daily, things just kept locking into place, convincing me at each step that we were on the right path. But honestly, if Luke & Kelli hadn’t
signed on to handle all of the filming, editing and vocal tracks, this show wouldn’t be happening. They were the major pieces that allowed me
then to focus on directing the show.
With auditions taking place in January, the show was cast and we started online rehearsals on Google Meet in early February. And as
vaccinations started ramping up and students were allowed in the building, we got the go-ahead from administration to shoot onstage at school
in late February. My stellar stage managers, Aysha Berry & Abby Brunner, followed every protocol to make sure it was safe to shoot in-person.
We scheduled and COVID-screened actors one by one, putting them in separate dressing rooms; we had them 25 feet from the camera before
they unmasked in front of the green screen, with a large-room air purifier in between them and the camera and our double-masked film crew.
Aysha & Abby ran rehearsals like a Swiss watch and we had zero health issues on our end throughout the two months of shooting.
More importantly, students were so excited to be back onstage performing! Yes, it wasn’t before a packed house, but it was still an electric
feeling when they stepped onto that stage. They learned valuable lessons about film acting, and everyone felt the charge of singing and acting
in a theatre once more, something they hadn’t done outside of their bedrooms since February 2020. I too had forgotten how much I missed the
day-to-day creative problem-solving that happens with students on a production. It’s been a miserable year for teachers too, especially those in
the performing arts – and doing this filmed show with student actors & techs, creating art together again, was another needed shot in the arm
for everyone. We’d all missed this way too much.
I hope to be back in-person next fall – we all do! – but as with all four of our virtual shows this year, I’m proud of the way everyone pivoted
against the constraints and still found ways to make exciting & relevant theatre! Please join us next fall, when the world – and live theatre – reopens again! I can’t wait! — Bernie DeLeo, May 2021

A Director’sThanks
It takes a LOT of people with many different talents and skills to help put on a great show. But WOW,
this one was A CHALLENGE and there are soooo many people who helped make this show happen!. Mr.
DeLeo would like to personally thank:
Principal Jeffrey Litz, AP Danielle Schoolcraft, and the entire admin team for supporting this play and the
Statesmen Theatre program;
Joe Swarm, Cornell Williams & the Activities Office, for their constant help with scheduling & the space:
Carla Martinez, Finance Officer, who orders me stuff and pays all of my bills;
Olivia Tate, who has become my trusted right hand and vital sounding board!

Trish Vanstory, Betsy Quint-Moran, Rachel Rothstein & Donna Kellermann, our stellar Statesmen
Boosters Executive Board Officers—and ALL our amazingly generous boosters!
Two parent pals & loyal volunteers who’ve been with me since my Thoreau days: Barb Cressman, for
continuing costume guidance & sewing help, and Phil Charlwood, who I can always count on to build
something fun (the big rig steering wheel) - and who also provided our very necessary green screen!
Donna Kellermann, for spear-heading publicity, running our website, and being an amazing cheerleader
for us all! I’m holding you to your promise not to leave!
Kristen Brace & Mary Golden, for being my loyal pick-up drivers, and Mary also for her help with the
program—thank you both so much for saving me time!
Jake Blakeslee for shooting the NYC street & building footage for his terrific “Delivery” (sorry you got
chased out of Ripley/Greer studios!)
Terri Hobson, Vanessa Gelinas, Ciaran Devlin & Louis Glazer and for providing help securing costumes
Pete Bergen, for jumping in when we lost an actor—and his earlier stellar work this year for us!
Scott & Katie Courlander, and the awesome Amy Hard, for providing footage of their adorable girls for
the “A Very Good Day” sequence
Bob & Mary Beth Clarke, for providing their stunning stone home in Falls Church for us to shoot the
exterior Mason sequence.
My wife Rebecca & fam for putting up with absences, grumpiness & long hours;
Any parent who has ever supported our plays in any way, shape, form (and whose names I might have
missed here) — thank you for all of your help and support! We couldn’t pull this off without you! Get
pumped for next year!
And finally, he would like to thank the two people without whom this show would not have happened:
Kelli Pierson & Luke Batarseh. Without their willingness to figure out all of the video and tech editing,
you wouldn’t be watching this show. Thank you both so much! Kelli, especially, I love doing this
together—we are such a ridiculously good team, and I look forward to the next one LIVE onstage!

