
STATESMEN THEATRE BOOSTER MEETING 12/03/2020 
  
Booster Board  
President – Trish VanStory 
Vice President - Betsy Moran 
Treasurer - Rachel Rothstein 
Secretary - Donna Kellermann 
  
Director of the Theatre Department - Bernie DeLeo 
  
*Everyone encouraged to follow Statesmen Theatre on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/statesmentheatre/ ) Instagram: @statesmentheatre and Twitter: 
@GCMTheatre and to share our show info with others. 
 
Welcome Remarks 
 
Parent/Student Introductions were made 
 
Presidents Report 

• Trish asked the group of underclassmen parents to consider a board position. We 
have all senior parents serving this year. You don’t have to decide right now. Bernie 
thanked everyone for their hard work. Dixie Welch indicated she was interested. 

 
Theatre Director Report 

• Machinal is very different. No costumes. Everyone isn’t online at the same time. Luke 
Batarseh talked about the experience as an actor and how interesting it is to only use 
your voice.  

• Machinal has been interesting for so many reasons.  
• There are nine episodes. The plan is to drop 3 episodes in total. There will be a lot of 

editing involved and Andrew Nee is going to have a lot of work to do to put it all 
together. 

• Mr DeLeo would like to start dropping it in January. Given that they will be dropped 
separately, it is likely they will be done by then. He isn’t sure which platform he will be 
used. 

• Don’t know if there will be a charge, not sure how to structure that. Mr DeLeo will 
check with one of his colleagues who did Frankenstein as a radio production recently. 

• Grace Kellermann, ITHS President suggested some kind of community event that you 
could get points for as being out of school is making it hard for students to earn points 
needed for membership. We can discuss format at January 7 meeting. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/statesmentheatre/


Merchandise 
• Haven’t made much progress on selling merchandise. Would love to sell some masks. 

Donna Kellermann suggested that they could be a social media post to promote those 
sales for holidays. Kristin Brace will send some language to use on how to sell those. 

 
 

Promotions 
• To promote Called Out, the promotions committee made several Instagram, Facebook 

and Twitter posts; advertised in the PTSA newsletter; shared with our local theatre 
departments. Called Out was posted to Next Door Neighbor as well.  

• Promotions is relatively fluid and has been handled in various ways since Donna has 
been involved in boosters 4 years ago. Need to discuss / decide how to divide it up. 
The website and Facebook more or less are administrative posting duties that make 
sense as one role. Social media committee needs a parent leader to keep team 
organized and ensure execution.  

• Promotions includes having signage made and displayed 
• Communicating with PTSA, school groups, GCM Webmaster to distribute show 

information 
• Press releases to 3 area publications require a 4 week lead time to get key placement. 

Typically the most important part of that is having good show photos. Will need a 
photographer to replace Annie Lim as a senior parent. 

• Photos in general are an issue as they are the cornerstone of all promotional efforts. 
Having students who are not in a particular show is always useful in this regard. 

• Have now the opportunity to decorate the major display case at the door 13 entrance 
as well as being able to reserve a main lobby case a few weeks prior to the show.  

• Don’t have a plan for promoting Machinal at this point 
• Maybe for Machinal we could do some photos of kids rehearsing to start building 

awareness 
 

 
Treasurers Report  

 
• Rachel indicated we were a little behind on donations for the year. We need some 

more booster donations 
• We have more merchandise sales than anticipated 
• We have about $13,000 cash on hand. So that’s plenty of money to do a show but 

maybe not enough to do a major capital expenditure at the beginning of the year. 
• For the show, boosters didn’t make any money because Fairfax County collects the 

ticket sales. 
• The sales from the show were disappointing in a way. We did lose money, but we had 

a big engagement.  



• We thought with Pete’s well-known name might help. Still grateful for the show and the 
experience. 

 
Theatre Director Report 
 

• VHSL is not cancelling there is a Wells Fargo Cup, that is a monetary award and 
VHSL wants to make it happen. 

• There have been talks about each school comes in, no audience, and leaves. Then a 
break in time. 

• Schools were not interested in that format but said they would do a virtual festival. 
Taped live…the date is pushed back to April 10th. They haven’t decided how they are 
going to present it.   

• Mr DeLeo thinks it would be a really small cast. People maybe separated by 20 feet 
doing monologues.  

• All of this is still under consideration and not finalized, but it seems like something 
might happen, if it does it will be super small. 

• Xanadu has officially been cancelled. It doesn’t look like we will have an ability to be 
together and Xanadu won’t let us stream it at all.  

• Plan B – picking a musical that you can film / stream. Something more of a variety 
show that doesn’t require as big of a set, etc. He has selected…Working. Based upon 
a Studs Turkel documentary with Stephen Schwartz, Lin Manual Miranda and others 
who worked on individual stories. It would be easier to shoot different people 
separately and assemble those pieces together for a broadcast. 

• Luke Bartaseh our resident video expert is on board to try to help and thinks it could 
be done well.  

• The general theme is about celebrating American Workers and the work they do.  
• The timing will be the same as last year last weekend in April, first week in May. Need 

more details to determine exact dates. 
• Likely could do single piano but would have to look at that among other items 
• Still TBD what the tiers of rights are and how much we’d have to pay to stream. 
• One act only, 14 songs. Length is better for a stream. 
• Auditions likely to be 2nd or 3rd week of January. Will be developed and shot in chunks. 

Still a lot to figure out. More information to come. 
 
Meeting dismissed. 
 


