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An Online Play is Born 
The Development of Called Out   *   by Bernie DeLeo 

    Sometime around August 1, when it appeared 
we would be going back to school online all fall, 
I was determined to produce live theatre—but 
what? And how? I’d seen a number of online 
Zoom plays last summer and — Oooof!  NOT 
optimal. People were attempting to do plays—
which were meant to be moving and flowing on 
large stages—but rather in tiny static squares 
on a small screen. Hated it, so I ruled that out. I 
settled on a radio play (which is coming up 
next!), but for our first play out of the gate, I 
wanted to put up something LIVE, that required 
static actors in small squares not moving. 
    I remembered reading about a comedy 
called Fully Committed in which 1 actor plays 
40 characters; he’s a phone reservations clerk 
in the basement of the HOTTEST new restau-
rant in Manhattan, and he also plays all of the 
various guests. Wouldn’t it be cool if we could 
divide all those parts and have individual actors 
play them? So I contacted the licensing agent 
and pleaded with them, “hey, it’s COVID time, 
there are no productions for your playwrights 
right now, wouldn’t it be cool if we —” “NOPE, 
script MUST be done with only one actor.” 
    I was shot down, but not out.  I’d been toying 
with doing something original, in which I didn’t 
have to deal with pesky licensing agents—but I 
still liked the idea of phone agents who were 
seated at desks and calling wacky customers. 
Wouldn’t it be even cooler though if it wasn’t 
scripted, but it was 100% improvised with only 
the barest script structure? In which the actors 
controlled the characters, the outcome, the plot, 
with the audience providing an element or two? 
Wouldn’t it be awesome to perform it LIVE with 
that high-wire tension of no safety net? 
    And while I was quite excited about this idea, 
I was also nervous. I’d need an improv expert to 
help me out. So I turned to my bro, DC improv 
sensei & comic Pete Bergen to bounce the idea 
off of him—and he loved it on first pitch. Bonus: 
it was a chance to work together again. 
     A little backstory: Pete is a well-loved guest 
improv teacher at most FCPS middle and high 
schools. I heard about him from other teachers, 
and hired him at West Springfield 4 years ago 
and we completely hit it off. 
     In the fall of 2017, West Springfield was un-
dergoing renovation, and we’d be without a the-
atre all fall and winter.  How would we put on 
theatre, asked anxious students and parents? 
 

My response was, “hey, this isn’t a setback, it’s an 
opportunity. We’re going to create theatre—without a 
theatre. We’re going to do something completely dif-
ferent, learn a lot on the fly, and hope it’s a great ex-
perience.” I’d long wanted to do immersive improv 
comedy, and there was an event that played in New 
York for years called The Awesome 80s Prom—
which is half-scripted, half-improvised.  We’d rent out 
a banquet hall and put on a mock prom set to an 80s 
soundtrack. I called Pete in to help coach—and the 
show was a MONSTER HIT. Students and parents 
went nuts for it—Pete even came to watch, and we 
pulled him onstage as the football coach—he, of 
course, killed (as you can see in the pic below). 

     So here we both are again—making live theatre 
with constraints, literally making it up as we go— 
and we’re making some pretty sweet lemonade out 
of 2020 lemons. It’s an opportunity to explore a new 
type of theatre with student actors—with NO script 
at all, just a loose structure, and who knows how it 
will end each night?  And that’s the beauty of this 
show—every night is completely different (so come 
see more than one)! 
      I’ve had a ball rehearsing this show with Pete—
and especially the CAST. These gifted young actors 
are equal partners in shaping this show, and it’s 
been a blast watching them create a play every re-
hearsal out of only their imaginations.  
     Thank you so much for coming tonight. Come 
again and see a new one!  And please tell all your 
friends—live theatre IS happening at Marshall High 
School!  Take that, COVID! 
     Oh and Pete?  Thanks, brother. You’re the man. 



CAST 
Logan Baker is a 
sophomore at Marshall 
and he is so excited to 
make his Statesman 
Theatre debut in Called 
Out! Logan has been 
doing improv for over 
five years and is a 
company member of 

the Unruly Theatre Project, a professional 
improv troupe for high schoolers in Fairfax 
County. Last year Logan also competed 
with Marshall’s first improv team and is 
thrilled to be working with Mr. Bergen and 
Mr. DeLeo. Aside from improv, Logan en-
joys complaining about online school and 
not having mono! enjoy the show :)  

Catie Cryan is a senior 
this year and is very happy 
she gets to be part of this 
amazing project. This is 
her 7th production at GCM 
(including Be More Chill, 
The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, Know 
Your Role & others) and 

one of her favorites by far. Catie will be pursu-
ing musical theatre in college next year and 
she is so excited she gets to put this on her re-
sume. She would like to thank all her cast ma-
tes for making this experience amazing, her 
parents for helping her achieve her goals, Mr. 
DeLeo and Pete Bergen for giving her this op-
portunity, and all of her incredible friends for 
supporting her.  

Reyna Berry is a soph-
omore who has loved 
theatre since the 6th 
grade. She has been in 
several shows, includ-
ing Statesmen Thea-
tre's Know Your Role, 
although Called Out is 
her first long-form im-

prov show. She is super grateful for Mr. 
DeLeo and Mr. Bergen; their perseverance 
in the face of a global pandemic has 
brought hilarious and poignant theatre to 
screens across the county! She would also 
like to thank her family for never complain-
ing about the weird character voices they 
hear drifting down from the guest room 
(which has the only blank wall in the house). 
Enjoy the show!  

Ben Campagnuolo is 
pumped to be in his 
second show with 
Statesmen Theatre in 
his sophomore year. 
After playing his first 
role ever as Phil Wain-
wright in The Gifted 
Program last fall he 
was eager for more. 

This is his first time performing improv, and 
he is grateful for Mr. DeLeo, Mr. Bergen 
and the amazing cast of Called Out for put-
ting on this show, despite the constraints of 
COVID-19. He also wants to thank his par-
ents for their love and support through this 
very strange time.  

Talia Cutler is a sopho-
more. You may have 
seen her in Statesmen 
Theatre previously in 
last year’s The Gifted 
Program and the VHSL 
one-act Know Your 
Role. She has been act-
ing for 10 years, and is 

currently in a professional improv group called 
Unruly Theatre Project. She loves that she has 
been able to do this show despite foolishly 
signing up for 11 clubs and 3 extracurriculars. 
She hopes you enjoy the show!  

 Josh Gurdak is a senior 
and excited to be a part 
of his ninth production 
with Statesmen Theatre 
(including Geek!, Be 
More Chill, The Gifted 
Program, The 25th An-
nual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee and more)! 
He is glad to be back 

working with Mr. DeLeo and the talented cast 
and crew after the long hiatus and is thankful 
for the opportunity to try his hand at a new 
form of theatre. He’d like to thank his dog, 
Duchess, for always sitting with him during 
school and rehearsal. He hopes you enjoy the 
show!  



Adrianna Haggerty 
Graham is a fresh-
man at Marshall. This 
is her second year 
doing drama and her 
third show. She is 
super excited to be 
in this show and to 

get out of her comfort zone for people 
to know her better. She thanks her 
family and friends for always dealing 
with her weirdness and with how out-
going she is!  

CAST 

AJ Hernandez-
Sortore, a junior,  
is so excited to be a 
part of this show! 
This is her 4-1/2 
show at GCM, in-
cluding Geek!, The 
Sound of Music, 
The Gifted Program 
and the start of 
Xanadu. She’d like 

to shout out her friends and family for un-
derstanding if she’s busy yelling at a 
made up salesperson.  

Grace Kellermann, 
a Senior, is so ex-
cited to be creating 
again! You might 
have seen her be-
yond the screen at 
Marshall HS in The 
Gifted Program and 
The Sound of Mu-

sic (and fingers crossed, Xanadu this 
spring). Coming to you in the form of 
an internet square, she is proud to be 
improvising Called Out! She would like 
to thank her wonderful cast, wireless 
connection, and comfortable desk 
chair for all of the long hours of bond-
ing and team work. Grab your dog, cat, 
fish, or family member and enjoy 
Called Out!  

Adriano Moran, a senior, is 
thrilled to be participating in 
his 10th Marshall produc-
tion! He is so excited to 
spread his improv wings 
with this HILARIOUS show! 
It may be online but trust 
and believe that his charac-
ters are just as kooky and 

fun in person! Thank you for watching and re-
maining true supporters of the program even 
through these crazy times!! P.S. Love you Ma-
ma!!  

Emily Paz is a sophomore 
at Marshall who was born 
in Bolivia and moved to 
the United States at age 
11. Emily loves being on-
stage and her greatest 
passion is singing. After 
performing in the Valen-
tine's Day Cabaret last 
year, she realized she 

wanted to take Drama. She's currently in Thea-
ter 1 and Camerata, the advanced women's 
choir at Marshall. In her free time, she plays 
soccer and spends time with her dog. Emily is 
eager to become more involved in theatre 
throughout her years at Marshall.  

Nina Southern is a jun-
ior and was captain of 
Marshall's improv team 
last year. Nina's passion 
for theatre has lasted 
most of her life, and she 
is excited to be a part of 
her first show at Mar-
shall. Nina loves per-

forming and is so glad she tried improv in 
middle school, where her love for acting 
grew. She is thankful to her family and 
friends for continuing to support her, and 
especially her mom and dad, for putting her 
in her first theatre camp where it all began. 
Nina hopes you enjoy the show!  



CREATOR-DIRECTORS 

Aysha Berry is a senior 
stage manager working 
on her 7th show at Mar-
shall High School. She 
has moved around her 
whole life but has always 
kept her love of theatre 
with her. Starting in the 
3rd grade she has been 

both an actor and a tech. By freshman year 
she decided her true love was tech and she 
never looked back! She has been a lighting 
head since junior year but really enjoyed try-
ing on the hat of stage manager for this 
show. She thanks her wonderful cast for 
working with her.  

Sohani Agarwal is the as-
sistant stage manager for 
Called Out! She is currently 
a junior at Marshall High 
School. This is her third 
year with Statesmen Thea-
ter. She has worked as a 
assistant stage manager on 
Xanadu and worked in the 

costume department for other shows done in 
the past such as The Sound Of Music and The 
Gifted Program.  

Bernie DeLeo is in his 
3rd year as theatre di-
rector at Marshall HS; 
prior to that, he ran dra-
ma programs at West 
Springfield HS (6 yrs), 
Thoreau MS (4 yrs), and 
before that he spent 4 
years as a special ed 
teacher at Marshall 

Road Elementary, all in FCPS. Prior to that 
he spent 20 years in NYC, LA, Chicago & 
DC as an actor, playwright, film producer, 
screenwriter and sitcom writer—doing a lot 
of plays, shows & films that no one’s ever 
heard of.  He is glad to be making a steady 
living doing what he loves. Mr. DeLeo dis-
covered theatre in high school and it 
changed his life; theatre became a 2nd fami-
ly spawning lifelong friends and warm mem-
ories. He is happy to have come full circle, 
helping to create the same memories & 
bonds for his students. 

Pete Bergen is an actor, 
comedian and improvis-
er. He has opened for 
Bobcat Goldthwait, Rory 
Scovel and many more. 
He has been a faculty 
member at W.I.T. 
(Washington Improv The-
atre) for 11 years and 
serves as a guest artist 

teaching improv to theater students all over 
the DC, MD, VA region.  Pete trained with 
famed improv troupe Upright Citizens Brigade 
in NYC, and was invited to take their ad-
vanced study program. He has participated in 
improv festivals in Baltimore, North Carolina, 
Philadelphia and with the Del Close Marathon 
at UCB in NYC 12 times. He’s also studied 
acting at DC’s Studio Theatre.  If you see Pete 
on TV he’s probably playing a cop because, 
well, look at him.  Love to Brooke & Fergie. 

CAST 
Alex Vieira is very excited 
to be participating in Mar-
shall’s first online show. Alex 
has been doing Improv 
since 8th grade and is glad 
he is getting the opportunity 
to try it in a different format. 
Alex loves to play soccer & 
skate when he isn't singing 

or acting. Alex had been singing and acting 
since 6th grade and never plans on stopping. 
He hopes you enjoy the show.  

Shirite Westreich, a senior, 
has participated in the act-
ing & tech sides of Mar-
shall's theatre program for 4 
years. You may have seen 
her in Know Your Role as 
the Pregnant Mom/Softball 
Player. She's also per-
formed outside of school in 

Women's Rights from Isadora Duncan to Now 
as Anya with Word Dance Theater, Mercury 
as Jen with Rorschach Theater, and Big Love 
as Piero with the TheatreLab. She's currently 
training with Synetic Theater to perform a pro-
duction of Hamlet. Shirite's so excited to be a 
part of this inventive show with such a crea-
tive group of people.  

CREW 



Called Out has been produced and live-streamed in co-junction with Glass River Media. 

Glass River Media: Live-Streaming, Video Production, Digital Education, Online Marketing 
& Brand Consulting. Everyone has a story. We help you put your best foot forward. Come 

say hi at GlassRiverMedia.com and let’s get you seen. 

Interested in producing Called Out at your school or organization?  We are 

happy to license out this virtual play.  For template & licensing information, 

please contact Bernie DeLeo at bcdeleo@fcps.edu 

A Director’s Thanks... 

There is SO MUCH that happens on any play that requires an army of volunteers who donate much time, en-

ergy and support to pull off these shows. Mr. DeLeo would like to personally thank: 

Principal Jeffrey Litz, AP Danielle Schoolcraft & the entire admin team for supporting our theatre program;  

Cindy Blakeley and the entire Counseling Squad, who ALWAYS show up en masse for every show! 

Joe Swarm, Cornell Williams, the entire Activities Office, and Carla Martinez, Finance Officer; 

Trish Vanstory, Betsy Quint-Moran, Rachel Rothstein & Donna Kellermann, our stellar Statesmen Boosters 

Executive Board Officers—and ALL our amazingly generous boosters who keep our program alive!; 

Donna Kellermann gets a 2nd shout-out for running our website, spear-heading publicity with kids and figur-

ing out all the tech links with tickets and the streaming company—you take so much off my plate! 

Jeff Carpenter & Kirk Westwood, the boys over at Glass River Media who are producing and streaming our 

show; that piece of the puzzle was just way beyond my comprehension, and I’m so happy you guys dropped 

in our laps right when we needed it (and thanks, Tara Taylor for teeing them up!) 

Maureen Berry, for support with our ticket program & Rainn Afif, for their snazzy key art for this show;  

My ever patient wife Rebecca and family for putting up with absences & long hours while I work;  

Any parent who has ever chauffeured, chaperoned, volunteered, cooked/delivered food, sold tickets or con-

cessions and supported the play in any way, shape, form (and whose names I might have missed here) — 

thank you for all of your help and support! We couldn’t pull this off without you! 

But most of all, thank you, Pete Bergen! Thanks for working with me on creating this thing from scratch, for 

the many hours and patient notes. This guy has the biggest heart and most generous spirit with students, it 

is no wonder he is revered all around the county by teachers and kids alike. So thrilled to be student and 

learn the art of long-form improv with you. I hope we get to do it again. You’re the best.  I love you, brother.  

http://glassrivermedia.com/




 

 

 



 






